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CONSTITUTION

of the

METROPOLITAN  CHESS  CLUB

1.
NAME

1.1
The name of the club shall be “Metropolitan Chess Club”

2.
OBJECTS

2.1
The objects of the Club are to promote and encourage the playing of chess. To this end the Club may:

2.1.1
Acquire any real or personal property;

2.1.2
Maintain club rooms for the benefit of the Club;

2.1.3
Arrange tournaments, award prizes, and take part in inter-club events and social activities;

2.1.4
Place surplus funds in a savings or cash management account;

2.1.5
Invest and deal with the moneys of the Club not immediately 
required, in such securities and in such a manner as may be 
decided by the committee; and

2.1.6
Apply the property and income of the Club solely towards the promotion of the objects or purposes of the Club and no part of that property or income may be paid or otherwise distributed, directly or indirectly, to members of the Club except in good faith in the promotion of those objects.

3.
AFFILIATION

3.1.
The Club affiliate with the Chess Association of W.A. Inc. unless a general meeting of the Club by a three-fourths majority resolves otherwise.

4.
MEMBERS

4.1
Members are:

4.1.1
Persons who have paid the appropriate annual subscription or for whom the committee has waived such subscription; and

4.1.2
Persons who have been granted honorary life membership by resolution at an annual general meeting.

4.2 In the event that the Club is affiliated with the Association, members of the Club must also be registered with the Association.

4.3 The maximum membership limit shall be 60; and within that, the total number of juniors (ie age less than 18 years) shall not exceed 15. Furthermore, within the allocation of juniors, the total number of primary school children (ie age less than 13 years) shall not exceed 5.
5.
FINANCIAL YEAR

5.1
The financial year of the Club shall run from 1 July to 30 June.

6.
MEETINGS

6.1
Annual General Meeting:

6.1.1
The annual general meeting shall be held in July;

6.1.2
It shall be convened by the President or the Secretary by not less than fourteen days prior written notice by way of the Club’s notice board;

6.1.3
All members may vote, regardless of age;

6.1.4
A quorum shall be ten members of the Club;

6.1.5
The Secretary shall take formal minutes of these meetings and such minutes shall be preserved as part of the Club’s historic documents; and

6.1.6
The business of an annual general meeting shall be;

6.1.6.1
to consider and, if thought fit, approve the reports of the President, Secretary and Treasurer for the preceding financial year,

6.1.6.2
to elect the officers for the ensuing year,

6.1.6.3
to consider and decide the amount of annual subscription payable by members for the new financial year, which shall be paid not later than 31 August;

6.1.6.4
to consider any other business of which notice of motion has been given to the Club, not later than twenty one days prior to the annual general meeting, and

6.1.6.5
to consider motions arising from the floor which, if carried, shall be an expression of opinion to the committee.

6.2
General Meetings:

6.2.1
A general meeting must be held on the written request of five members, who shall give twenty one days written notice of the matters to be raised;

6.2.2
It shall be convened by the President or the Secretary by not less than fourteen days prior written notice by way of the Club’s notice board;

6.2.3
All members may vote, regardless of age; and

6.2.4
A quorum shall be ten members of the Club.

6.2.5
The Secretary shall take formal minutes of these meetings and such minutes shall be preserved as part of the Club’s historic documents.

6.3
Committee Meetings:

6.3.1
Formal committee meetings shall be held at least once every two months except in December and January, unless considered necessary;

6.3.2
It shall be convened by the President or the Secretary by not less than seven days prior written notice by way of the Club’s notice board;

6.3.3
A quorum shall be a simple majority, but if there is a four-member committee, the President or Vice-President and one other shall be a quorum;

6.3.4
The Secretary shall take formal minutes of these meetings and such minutes shall be preserved as part of the Club’s historic documents;

6.3.5
A committee member who is absent for two consecutive meetings without leave shall be deemed to have resigned; and

6.3.6
Duties of the committee shall be;

6.3.6.1
to manage and conduct the affairs of the Club,

6.3.6.2
to appoint an Auditor, who may be a committee member, and who shall certify the accounts and to that end may call for all books, vouchers and bank statements,

6.3.6.3
the committee may appoint a coach and conduct coaching classes,

6.3.6.4
to adjudicate on all matters brought before it, which in any way affects the Club or the game of chess,

6.3.6.5
to conduct tournaments within the Club for its members,

6.3.6.6
to set the rules and conditions under which its Club tournaments will operate, and to set such tournament fees payable by its Club members, to participate,

6.3.6.7
to ensure only financial members of the Club and financial members of the Association, if the Club is so affiliated, can participate in its Club tournaments, unless determined otherwise,

6.3.6.8
to ensure tournament results are forwarded to the Association, if the Club is so affiliated, so the Club’s members who participated may be rated,

6.3.6.9
to interpret this Constitution, or any of the by-laws made pursuant to this Constitution. Such interpretation shall be in the sole determination of the committee whose decision shall be binding upon all members of the Club,

6.3.6.10 to ensure the Club operates within the legal framework of the Association’s Constitution, if the Club is so affiliated,

6.3.6.11 to ensure the Club is fully represented at the Association’s council meetings, if the Club is so affiliated, and

6.3.6.12 in the event of a winding-up, the committee shall act to ensure the transfer of the Club’s net assets to the Association, if the Club is so affiliated.

7.
SUBSCRIPTIONS

7.1
The annual subscription shall be decided at the annual general meeting, and shall be paid not later than 31 August.

7.2
All persons who join the Club for the first time, on or after 1 July shall be liable to pay the annual subscription.

7.3
Full annual subscription fee be payable by all current members.

7.4
Competition/tournament fees shall be a separate charge set by the committee for each tournament of the Club.

8.
OFFICERS

8.1
There shall be at least three officers, who shall be proposed, seconded and elected at the annual general meeting and shall hold office until the conclusion of the next annual general meeting when they shall retire.

8.2
Election shall be by a show of hands, but a candidate or any two members may require a ballot.

8.3
An officer may hold more than one office.

8.4
Each officer is eligible for re-election from year to year, but no person shall hold the same office for more than five consecutive years.

8.5
The committee shall comprise of the officers elected at the annual general meeting.

8.6
The committee may fill a casual vacancy by co-option.

9.
DUTIES OF THE OFFICERS

9.1
President:

9.1.1
The President shall be chair of the committee and shall preside at all general and committee meetings of the Club; and

9.1.2
The President shall generally perform all of the normal functions of the President.

9.2
Vice President:

9.2.1
In the event that the President is absent, the Vice President shall preside at all general and committee meetings of the Club and shall assume all the normal duties of the President.

9.3
Secretary:

9.3.1
The Secretary shall conduct the correspondence of the Club and shall have custody of all documents belonging to the Club;

9.3.2
This officer shall arrange for the keeping of records of all competitions conducted by the Club, and provide evidence of such competitions to the Association for rating purposes, if the Club is so affiliated;

9.3.3
The Secretary shall take minutes of each formal meeting of the Club and keep such minutes as evidence of the Club’s decisions and determinations;

9.3.4
The Secretary shall keep a register of financial members and their details as required by the Club; and

9.3.5
This officer shall also attend to such other matters as the committee may direct or as may be specifically provided for in these rules or any by-laws of the Club.

9.4
Treasurer:

9.4.1
The Treasurer shall receive all moneys on behalf of the Club, give receipts therefore and pay such moneys into such bank as the committee may determine;

9.4.2
The Treasurer shall present a financial statement at the annual general meeting;

9.4.3
All cheques issued by or on behalf of the Club shall be signed by two officers;

9.4.4
The Treasurer shall provide a report at each committee meeting stating the current financial status of the Club; and

9.4.5
The Treasurer shall keep the accounts of the Club in such a manner which confirms the income and expenditure of Club moneys, to the satisfaction of the Club’s Auditor.

10.
LIFE MEMBERS

10.1
The committee upon motion from two officers may elect any person to be a life member of the Club in recognition of that person’s exceptional and meritorious service to the game of chess and the Club.

10.2
Such election shall take place at the next annual general meeting and shall require a simple majority.

10.3
A life member shall not be liable to pay any registration to the Club.

11.
BREACH OF RULES

11.1
Any person, Club member or Club officer may submit a written report to the committee alleging a registered Club member has severely breached the rules of chess or these rules or by-laws.

11.2
All charges or offences committed against these rules or by-laws must be proved to the satisfaction of the committee:

11.2.1
The member concerned must be given written notice of the alleged misconduct or violation of the rules and must have the opportunity to attend a hearing before the committee to hear evidence given and to question those persons giving evidence and, if they so wish, give evidence on their own behalf or call in to such meeting persons wishing to give evidence on their behalf;

11.2.2
The committee shall have the right to question all persons giving evidence and may call upon any member of the Club to attend any meeting and reply to any questions put and if such member, after receiving due notice, fails to appear or to answer such questions, may, at the direction of the committee, be penalised in one or all of the following ways;

11.2.2.1 dismissed from any office of the Club they may hold,

11.2.2.2 have their registration suspended for such period of time as the committee so decides at the meeting which they have been called upon to attend, or

11.2.2.3 be refused entry to such Club competitions, tournaments and matches as the committee so decides at the meeting which they have been called upon to attend;

11.2.3
Any person who is subject of the report being dealt with, or witnesses thereto, shall not be permitted to remain at such meeting while the committee considers the evidence and makes its decision, but shall remain outside the meeting place to return when called upon to hear the decision of the committee;

11.2.4
The committee’s decision is binding on any member of the Club and no decision under this rule shall be subject to appeal;

11.2.5
The committee may penalise any member found guilty of breaching these rules or by-laws in a reasonable manner to the extent of expelling such member from the Club; and

11.2.6
A record of the decision shall be kept by the Secretary.

11.3
The committee shall not delegate to any other committee or sub-committee any of the powers conferred upon it by this Rule 11.

12.
AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION

12.1
Amendments to this Constitution may only be made at a general meeting.

12.2
Notice of the proposed amendment/s shall be given to the Secretary, in writing, who shall inform the members, by way of notice on the Club’s notice board of:

12.2.1
Such proposed amendment/s; and

12.2.2
The date set for the general meeting, to consider such amendment/s, being not less than fourteen days prior to the date of that meeting.

12.3
The proposed amendment/s shall be adopted if so resolved at a general meeting of the Club by a majority of not less than three fourths of the votes cast on the resolution.

13.
GLOSSARY OF TERMS

In this Constitution the following terms have these meanings:-

13.1
“Affiliation” means the Metropolitan Chess Club is a financial member of the Chess Association of Western Australia and as such must abide by its rules and by-laws.

13.2
“Association” means the Chess Association of Western Australia.

13.3
“Club” means the Metropolitan Chess Club.

13.4
“Officers” means members of the committee of the Metropolitan Chess Club.

13.5
“President” means the President of the Metropolitan Chess Club.

13.6
“Registered member” means a person who is registered with the Metropolitan Chess Club and the Chess Association of Western Australia if the Club is so affiliated, as a consequence of the payment of a registration fee.

13.7
“Secretary” means the Secretary of the Metropolitan Chess Club.

13.8
“Treasurer” means the Treasurer of the Metropolitan Chess Club.
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